1513

Florida newsletter of the Society of St. Pius X

n°2

Catholic Faith and Culture in Florida

Easter 2013 issue

Dear Faithful,

for our Society and they are the future of
the Church, because of the life of prayer
that reigns there.
When visitors, and especially priests,
come to one of our houses, they have to
sense an atmosphere of gaiety, of simplicity, of concord; of firm attachment to
the truth, but also goodness, charity,
indulgence, openness of heart toward
those who come to visit, in order to
bring them closer to our Lord.” ( Archbishop Lefebvre)
As a matter of fact, the five members
living in Saint Thomas More Priory
today do not have the basic requirements of the Society of Saint Pius X,
which is a society of apostolic life, a
society that essentially requires life in
community, a life of common prayer
lived under one roof. Even the least is
missing, as we have only four bedrooms
in our house.
We have no proper room, no parlor, no
office to receive you for private conversation and spiritual direction.
Our house has no private office for your
priests to work and study.
Another very important concern is the
fact that we cannot receive any visitor
(fellow priest, brother, future vocation,
helper, guest…), as it was a great wish
of Archbishop Lefebvre for our priories.
We have now a very basic and simple
project of extension, as it seems to be the
only reasonable solution. However to go
forward, we need your help and by anticipation we sincerely thank you.
“Thy prayers and thy alms are ascended
for a memorial in the sight of
God.” (Acts 10, 4)
Father Marc Vernoy, Prior

The community of
Saint Thomas More
Priory wishes you a
happy Easter. May
God bless you, your
Fr. Marc Vernoy family and your
dear ones and keep
you forever in His divine peace.
As you know, we have different projects
to improve our apostolate in Florida.
In Fort Myers, we hope to beautify our
chapel, our Lady Queen of Angels.
In order to serve better our southern
apostolate we would like to find a way
to consolidate St. Philomena and our
Lady of Victory chapels at a place middistance between Little Havana and
Davie. On the same trend, it seems now
necessary to offer a real chapel to the
faithful of our Lady Queen of the Holy
Rosary at West Palm Beach.
We are now able to go to Miramar
Beach, near Pensacola, once a month on
week days. A large, new and very convenient building has been recently donated to help us with this promising new
mission.
Also, we need more support to organize
better our visits to the Tampa area.
None of these improvements can be
blessed if we forget the necessity of our
Priory in Sanford, where the community
finds its natural and supernatural
strengths to accomplish our duties for
God and for all of you.
“The existence of our Society rests essentially on our priories, on that life in
community; that life which is a little bit
cloistered… protected from the world…
the role of our priories is absolutely vital
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THE SEASON OF PASCHALTIDE
Paschaltide
commemorates
the three glorious mysteries
of our Lord:
His Resurrection [celebrated
during forty
Fr. Louis Alessio
days], His Ascension [during ten days] and the
Descent of the Holy Ghost
[during the octave of Pentecost].
The triumph of our Lord as
Vanquisher of death is the most
glorious event in His whole
earthly course, the most striking
proof of His divinity and the
foundation of our whole Faith.
It is also the most outstanding
event of all time and the culminating point of the Church’s life
in her liturgical cycle. For the
Pasch of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that is His passage from death to
life and from earth to heaven,
sealed for ever His victory over
the devil , the world and the
flesh. The risen Christ is working
in the faithful every moment of
their lives but more particularly
at Easter, seeking to make them
partakers of His resurrection and
divinity. Consequently, when
celebrating the feast of Easter,
the faithful should strive to follow our Savior in His glorious
life.

Easter was for a long time the
day on which the catechumens
were baptized, and Easter Week
was the Feast of the Baptized,
during which the Church concentrated all her maternal care
on those whom St. Peter calls
her “newborn babes,” strengthening them with daily Communion and instructions bearing upon the Resurrection, the model
for our supernatural life.
Paschaltide appears as a new
lease of the interior life, a great
spiritual revival which the
Church returns to unceasingly in
her Paschal liturgy. Every year
the Easter cycle brings to mind
memories of our Baptism, First
Communion and Confirmation,
enabling this new life to penetrate us more and more. Corresponding to the Forty Days after
our Lord’s resurrection during
which He built up His Church,
this time reminds us more especially of the infant Church herself; which is the reason why the
Acts of the Apostles are read at
this time in the Epistles at Holy
Mass.
During Paschaltide the Church
decorates her sanctuaries and
joyous harmonies of the organ
are poured forth. For the chant
“Asperges Me” at High Mass is
substituted the “Vidi Aquam” in
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which allusion is made to the
waters of Baptism. Certain prayers like the antiphon Regina Coeli are said standing as befits those
who triumph, and during these
forty days fasting is forbidden by
the Church, who forgetting
earth, raises the official chant of
gladness which St. John tells us
he heard in heaven: Introit, antiphon,
verse,
resp ons ori al ,
everything is
followed
by
that enthusiastic refrain that
has been buried since Septuagesima, but
rises again in
the Mass on
Holy Saturday:
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.”
Until Ascension Day the
Paschal Candle,
the symbol of
our Lord’s visible presence upon
earth, shines, and white vestments are used. “Show in your conduct the innocence which is symbolized
by the whiteness of your vestments,”
said St. Augustine to the neophytes, who were clothed in albs
during Easter night and kept
them through the whole of the
Easter Octave. The Collect
“Defend us” is suppressed, and

the apostles and martyrs have a
special Mass, being more intimately associated with the struggle and the victory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Especially the martyrs are the company of our risen
Lord in this part of the liturgical
cycle.
Let our hearts be filled with profound gratitude toward our Lord
who saved us
and may we
rejoice with
the Church
which
He
founded to
lead us to
Him.
The
paschal season is a reflection
of
heaven. The
Church, who
at Passiontide
wept
over
our Lord Jesus
Christ
and sinners,
has now a double reason for rejoicing: Christ is risen and many
children are born to her. The joy
of Easter is a foretaste of our
own resurrection and entry into
the heavenly country where our
divine Master has gone to prepare a place for us and to where
the Holy Ghost, whom He sent
to us, shall lead us.
Fr. Louis Alessio
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AN APPEAL FROM HOLY NAME SOCIETY
Dear Friends and Benefactors,
While our priests do not take a
vow of poverty, they still maintain a relatively Spartan existence. A good illustration of this
is the living quarters occupied by
Archbishop Lefebvre in Econe.
Clearly the good Archbishop was
not wallowing in luxury, and neither are your priests.
To make matters more serious,
we are only able to eke out 250
square feet or less of private
space per priest in the priory
(with no private workspace) by
making one of our priests live in
the church, which is a regrettable
departure from the requirement
of having the priests live under
the same roof.
On top of this, we are often
blessed with visiting priests. We
would now only able to accommodate these priests at the priory
by displacing one or more of our
residents.
Looking beyond the needs of
today, a large number of priories
house one or more brother or lay
volunteers who provide valuable
services to the priory and help
ease the burden on the regular
parishioners.
SSPX priories have also a reputation for hospitality, from which
hospitality many of us have personally benefitted during travel
in the U.S. and abroad.
We are literally out of room –

and are already making do by
having our priests live in less
space than SSPX priests stationed in developing countries.
We must start on a solution without further delay. In realistic
anticipation of short-to-midterm
needs, we should have at least 8
bedrooms, with private studies
for 4 or 5 of these bedrooms.
Expanding the current priory
seems the most realistic option
for obtaining the additional living space we need for the
priests. Naturally, if we take the
time and money to build
something on the church property, we want to build something
sturdily that will complement the
character of our church. While
we would not want to cut costs
on the quality of building, we
believe that there is a plan which
would allow us to achieve these
design objectives while still
keeping building costs reasonable.
It is important to consider that
this is not a project which only,
or even primarily, benefits Sanford, Florida. Being able to accommodate more priests and
their helpers primarily benefits
the mission chapels served by
the priory. More resident priests
means more frequent masses (at
more convenient times) for the
missions throughout Florida.
Mr. Bruce Rhea
Sanford President
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VICTIMÆ PASCHALI LAUDES

With the
glorious
feast
of
Easter we
enter upon
the most
joyful season of the
Father Anthony Haynos Liturgical
Year; Holy Mother
Church exults with her risen
spouse who goes forth victorious
over death and sin. The spirit of
this season is captured best in
the ancient hymn which the
Church places during the Easter
Day Mass, the Victimæ Paschali.“Let Christians offer to the Paschal
Victim
the sacrifice
of
praise.”
T h e
Church
bids her
children
to unite
themselves to
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
the renewal of that great sacrifice
for which Christ is today rewarded. It was through that great
sacrifice that we were given again
the hope of happiness, and it is
only through the renewal of that
sacrifice that we will be able to

obtain it. In all events the
Church wants us to remember
the jewel of Her liturgy, the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, which all
the rest of the Liturgical Year
only assists us to enter into more
deeply.
“The Lamb has redeemed the sheep;
the innocent Christ has reconciled sinners to the Father.” Indeed there is
no room for sorrow! Christ our
Savior, our God, has sacrificed
Himself to save us. Wonder of
wonders! The Creator of all men
comes to redeem His creatures
after they had freely sold themselves into slavery! When a person knows he is loved by another it causes him great joy. But
w h e n
w
e
k n o w
that not
just any
perso n:
G o d
Himself
has such
a love
for us
that He should lay down His life
for us, how can this not pour out
upon us an overwhelming joy?
“Death and Life fought each other,
and wondrous was the duel: the King of
Life was put to death, but now He
reigns alive.” By this beautiful
contrast, the magnificent and
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almighty power of God is shown
forth here more than ever. It
belongs to God alone to be able
to bring forth good out of evil,
not to mention such a magnificent victory out of such a disastrous defeat. Before this mystery
we can only exclaim as the centurion on Calvary, “Indeed this
man is the Son of
God!”
“Tell us O Mary!
What did you see
in the way? I saw
the sepulcher of the
living Christ; I
saw the glory of
Him that had
risen. I saw the
angels that were
the witnesses; I
saw the windingsheet, the cloth.
Christ my hope
has risen!
He
shall go before you
into Galilee.” The Church has us
ask the principle witness of Easter Sunday, St. Mary Magdalen. It
was she who brought the first
news of this incredible event to
the Apostles, and the Church
would give her that honor again.
She is the soul who has been forgiven much, and who loves
much in return: we can still hear
the joy in her voice as it echoes
throughout the centuries, “He is
risen! I have seen Him!” She is the

image of our souls: we have followed her in the first part of her
life, we must now follow the rest
of the way.
“We know that Christ has truly risen
from the dead; do thou our Victor
King have mercy on us.” Our Lord’s
Resurrection is the primary
proof of our faith: “If Christ be not
risen again, then is
our preaching
vain, and your
faith is also vain.”
At the end of
the hymn the
Church makes
an act of faith
in this mystery,
and she joins to
it an act of sublime humility.
She wants us to
be, as the prodigal son, ever
thankful
that
our father has
condescended to have mercy on
us. She would have us always
remember the way in which our
forgiveness was effected, and
that we are still in much need of
our father’s mercy. Even this
must be a cause of great rejoicing
for us, for the more we have
need of His mercy the more we
allow Him to show how good of
a father He is, and how much he
loves us His children.
Father Anthony Haynos
7

FLORIDA CHAPELS SERVED BY THE SSPX
ORLANDO
St. Thomas More Church, priory and
school
550 Riverview Avenue
Sanford, FL
(407) 872-1007
st.thomasmore.priory@gmail.com
www.sspxflorida.com

MIAMI
Shrine of St. Philomena
1621 SW 6th Street
Miami, FL
(305) 644-1400 / (305) 758-7724
friendsofstphilomena@gmail.com
www.shrineofsaintphilomena.com
DAVIE
Our Lady of Victory Church
4580 SW 65th Avenue
Davie, FL
(954) 792-3162
FORT MYERS
Our Lady Queen of Angels Chapel
376 Prospect Avenue
Fort Myers, FL
(239) 694-8755
WEST PALM BEACH
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Chapel
4827 Coconut Road S.
Lake Worth, FL
(561) 308-7959
MIRAMAR BEACH
The Grimaldi Building
686 Scenic Gulf Dr. a.k.a. Old Highway 98
Miramar Beach, FL 32550

Mass Times
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
First Friday
Saturday

9:00 am
7:30 am
6:15, 7:30, 11:30 am, 6:00 pm
6:15, 7:30 am, 6:00 pm
6:15, 7:30, 11:30 am, 6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
8:30 am

Mass Times
Sunday
Monday
Friday
Saturday

9:30 am
7:00 am
7:00 pm
10:00 am

Mass Times
Sunday
Monday
Friday

5:00 pm
8:00 am
6:00 pm

Mass Times
Sunday
Saturday

8:00 am
5:00 pm

Mass Times
Sunday

12:00 pm

Mass Times
Once a
month

Please contact us for more
information: (407) 872-1007

For more information, see www.sspx.org
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Donation price $2

